mine map which concealed those  conditions  and compounded the
hazards  created by the violations  of  Scotia's Ventilation
Plan.     When considered  in  tfhe  context  of  Scotia's pattern of
violations,   I find  this  action  fully warranted.

B.

To  its hazardous ventilation practices,   the Secretary
found  Scotia  added a reckless  indifference  to its  obligation
to  inspect  and examine  idle  or dead end  areas  for explosive
accumulations  of methane  gas.     Another violation maximally
assessed  charged that on  the morning  of March 9,   1976,   the
dead end area of 2  Southeast Main,   an  area which had been
idle  since  February 9,   1976,  was not  examined  for a deadly
methane  accumulation prior  to  the  time   two miners were
ordered  to haul  a load of steel  rails  into   the area using
two  locomotives with electrical  connections   capable of
causing  an  incendive  spark.   77    The  Secretary's  evaluation,
in which  I concur,    states:

Scotia's  failure  to examine  2  Southeast  Main inby
2  Left  Section on March 9,   1976,   is  particularly
glaring  since management knew that   the   entire 2
Southeast  Main,   including  2  Left  Section,   was
being ventilated in violation of Scotia's  approved
Ventilation Plan,   and the potential  existed for a
dangerous  short-circuit  of intake  air   and  a ven-
tilation   'dead end'.

********          *         *

.    ;    .   the management  foreman who  ordered  the
workmen  to enter  the area had  a duty  to verify
that  the area had been examined before   the miners

7/    An  incendive  spark is  an electrical  spark  of sufficient
Intensity to ignite a gas or other flammable material.ation of Scotia's Ventilation Plan, together'
